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This is a work produced for the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) by the report producer. TxDOT and the report producer jointly own all rights, title, and interest in and to all intellectual property developed under TxDOT's contract with the report producer. The report may be cited and brief passages from this publication may be reproduced without permission provided that credit is given to both TxDOT and the report producer. Permission to reprint an entire chapter, section, figures or tables must be obtained in advance from either the Supervisor of the Archeological Studies Branch, Environmental Affairs Division, Texas Department of Transportation, 125 East 11th Street, Austin, Texas, 78701 or from the report producer. Archaeological s i t e 4 1 BX502 i s l o c a t e d i n t h e c e n t e r o f San Geronimo, a hamlet i n w e s t e r n Bexar County. The s i t e i s s i t u a t e d w i t h i n t h e Texas H i l l Country a t an e l e v a t i o n approximately 1250 f e e t above mean s e a l e v e l (384 m e t e r s ) . This s i t e e x t e n d s along a s l o p i n g hillside and terrace system immediately n o r t h of t h e j u n c t u r e of Habey and San Geronimo Creeks and i s c u t on t h e west by t h e p r e s e n t r o u t e of S t a t e Highway 16. T h e s i t e e x t e n d s approximately 300 meters n o r t h and s o u t h along t h e p r e s e n t c o u r s e of t h e highway and a t l e a s t 300 m e t e r s e a s t and west along Habey Creek ( F i g u r e 1).
REPORT OF TEST EXCAVATIONS
Only t h e western edge of t h e s i t e i s i n t h e expanded r i g h t -o f -w a y of S t a t e Highway 16. 4 1 BX 502 was n o t discovered d u r i n g t h e c u l t u r a l r e s o u r c e survey of t h e proposed r o u t e , presumably d u e t o heavy v e g e t a t i o n cover. The s u r v e y personnel were n o t informed of t h e s i t e , although i t had long been known t o l o c a l arrowhead c o l l e c t o r s and p o t h u n t e r s . The s i t e was brought. t o t h e a t tention of t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s e c t i o n of t h e Texas S t a t e Department o f
Highways and P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t a t i o n by M r . Don F r y , p r o j e c t engineer for t h e Department, a f t e r construction was h a l t e d b u t n o t b e f o r e t h e s i t e h a d been h e a v i l y damaged by construction activities ancl l a r g e numbers of p e o p l e began i n q u i r i n g about t h e future of t h e s i t e . 
This Page Redacted Per THC Policy An examination of t h e s u r f a c e of t h e s i t e and d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h l o c a l informants i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e s i t e had been g r e a t l y a l t e r e d i n h i s t o r i c p e r i o d s p r i o r t o c o n s t r u c t i o n a c t i v i t i e s . A small cemetary was l o c a t e d
on the s i t e and subsequently p a r t i a l l y removed i n p r e p e r a t i o n f o r t h e expansion of t h e highway. A cement s l a b from a c a f e b u i l t i n t h e e a r l y 1930's i s a l s o p r e s e n t on t h e s i t e along w i t h sewage and l a t e r a l l i n e s .
Local informants t o l d u s t h a t o t h e r s t r u c t u r e s included a s m a l l b a r n o r shed b u i l t i n t h e 1930's along t h e s o u t h e r n end of t h e s i t e . The e x i s t e n c e
of t h i s s t r u c t u r e was confirmed by a l a r g e , unburned, p o s t found i n Test U n i t 1. Three p r i v a t e driveways a l s o c r o s s e d t h e s i t e and have a l t e r e d i t t o s o m e e x t e n t (Figure 1 ) .
These damages were s l i g h t compared t o t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n a c t i v i t y p r i o r t o t h e r e p o r t i n g of t h e s i t e . Large l i v e oak trees growing i n t h e right-of-way had been bulldozed down and pushed a c r o s s t h e s i t e t o b e burned ( F i g u r e 2 ) . A deep d r a i n a g e d i t c h had a l s o been dug along t h e southern end of t h e s i t e and s p o i l d i r t p i l e d t o a h e i g h t of t h r e e meters
along t h e n o r t h e r n edge of t h e d i t c h . The e n t i r e s u r f a c e was almost b a r r e n of v e g e t a t i o n and churned t o a minimum depth of 15 cm.
The s i t e had a l s o been h e a v i l y c o l l e c t e d and pothunted. Potholes
were most e v i d e n t along t h e southern p o r t i o n of t h e site and i n the c e n t r a l a r e a between t h e c a f e s l a b and Backhoe Trench 4.
Three s u r f a c e c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of p r e h i s t o r i c c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l were observed and a r e shown on F i g u r e 1. T h e s e a r e a s w e r e t e s t e d w i t h e i g h t backhoe t r e n c h e s and two test u n i t s , c o n s i s t i n g of 2 meter s q u a r e s dug i n a t r b i t r a r y 10 cm. l e v e l s t o b a s a l c l a y s .
The c o n c e n t r a t i o n n e a r e s t Habey Creek was t e s t e d w i t h Backhoe Trenches 1 a n d 2 and Test U n i t 1. The c o n c e n t r a t i o n was s i t u a t e d along a s m a l l k n o l l which was about 20 meters long i n t h e right-of-way and extended . .
,

Figure 4. Selected Artifacts from Test Unit 1 (41 BX 502).
Backhoe Trench 3 was i n a h e a v i l y churned a r e a and contained a yellow c l a y , normally a b a s a l m a t e r i a l , on t o p of a d a r k brown sandy loam. This loam zone covered more yellow c l a y ( F i g u r e 5 ) . No c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l s , exc e p t a modern g o a t bone w i t h a r e c e n t l y sawed end, were found i n t h i s t r e n c h .
Backhoe Trench 4 contained a d a r k brown c l a y loam o v e r l y i n g a yellow c l a y zone ( F i g u r e 5). Two b u l l d o z e r ruts filled w i t h yellow c l a y were a l s o v i s i b l e i n t h e d a r k brown c l a y loam. S e v e r a l tombstone fragments were found i n t h e top s o i l zone and i n t h e yellow c l a y a t d e p t h s s u g g e s t i n g a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount of d i s t u r b a n c e . A h i s t o r i c b u r i a l s h a f t extending 1.7 meters below t h e p r e s e n t ground l e v e l was a l s o observed. The s o i l w i t h i n t h i s f e a t u r e i s w e l l compacted and thought t o i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e b u r i a l had n o t been removed. No p r e h i s t o r i c c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l s were recovered from t h i s t r e n c h .
Backhoe Trench 5 c o n t a i n e d an e x t e n s i v e l e n s of crushed g r o v e l s on t r e n c h n e a r t h e bottom of t h e loam zone along w i t h a q u a n t i t y of m e t a l fragments. No p r e h i s t o r i c m a t e r i a l s were recovered.
Backhoe Trench 6 r e v e a l e d a t o p s o i l zone of t a n sandy c l a y o v e r l y i n g a l e n s of a s p h a l t and a yellow c l a y ( F i g u r e 5 ) . No p r e h i s t o r i c c u ltural m a t e r i a l s were recovered from t h i s u n i t . T h e a s p h a l t i s thought t o r e p r e s e n t a d r i v e o r parking a r e a a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e a d j a c e n t c a f e foundation and a g a i n i n d i c a t e s heavy d i s t u r b a n c e i n t h e a r e a . P o r t i o n s of t h e c a f e s l a b was a l s o covered by a s much as 30 cm of s o i l .
T e s t U n i t 2 was excavated t o a depth of 60 cm and contained mixed l e v e l , 50 t o 60 cm, p e n e t r a t e d t h e yellow c l a y zone and contained o n l y 7 flakes Backhoe Trench 7 was excavated into an area of darker soil in the north-central part of the s i t e . This unit revealed a black clay overlying a greenish clay (Figure 7) . N umerous roots w e r e observed but cultural materials were absent. This area i s thought to be darker in color due to greater soil moisture retention and to deposition from the top of the hill into this area.
The last concentration of surface cultural debris was on top of the hillside on the northwestern portion of 41 BX 502. This area was roughly 10 m e t e r s square. Backhoe Trench 8 was dug into this area and revealed a thin, dark brown, clay loam overlying a reddish, gravelly, loam and bedrbck ( Figure 7) . No cultural materials were recovered in this trench, although a Bulverde point was found in the vicinity on the surface.
The " diagnostic" artifacts recovered from the surface and the excavations appear to indicate that 41 BX 502 was a multicomponent site ranging from Middle Archaic into the Late Prehistoric period.
A r t i f a c t s found on t h e s u r f a c e i n c l u d e a Bulverde, a F r i o , a Pedernales, a Marcos, and a Tortugas type d a r t p o i n t ( F i g u r e 8 ) . Subsurface a r t i f a c t s i n c l u d e a F a i r l a n d , an Edwards, and a Marcos type p r o j e c t i l e p o i n t . These specimens a r e normally presumed t o b e temporally d i s t i n c t . . These d i s t u r b a n c e s have r u i n e d t h e i n t e g r i t y of t h e s i t e and destroyed its s i g n i f i c a n c e i n Texas p r e h i s t o r y . 
